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FELLOWSHIP

Dr. P. Selvaraj, Pollachi

[ don't have to over emphasise the need for and the advantages of
christian fellowship. Human society has a plethora of fellowships many
of which are not fellowships in the real sense of the term. Christian
fellowship is so unique that it can't be compared with even the best fellowship
the secular world has. I'm not saying this from what I think or because of
my religious orientation. What does the Bible say about fellowship?

Lying in fellowship is a trespass against the LORD (Lev. 6:2) We're
warned against fellowshipping with the throne of iniquity (Ps. 94:20). We
need continual fellowship with the throne of God. The new souls continued
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers (Act. 2:42). We understand from this verse that
fellowship is as important as doctrine, communion and prayer. God has
faithfully called us into the fellowship of His son Jesus Christ our Lord
(1C. 1:9). Are we aware that when we eat or drink anything sacrificed to
devils we enter into fellowship with devils? (1C. 10:20). Believers marrying
unbelievers results in a fellowship between righteousness (light) and
unrighteousness (darkness) (2C. 6:14). Ministering to the saints is
fellowship. (2C. 8:4). The right hands of fellowship provided missionary
counsel to Paul and Barnabass (Gal. 2:9). The fellowship of the mystery implies
(secretly planned by God) fellowship with Christ our Saviour (Eph. 3:9).

Fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness? No. We should
rather reprove those works (Eph. 5:11). Like fellowship with, fellowship
in is equally important. Is our fellowship in the gospel which means
according to the gospel? (Phil. 1:5). Christ's example leads us to fellowship
of the Holy Spirit (Phil. 2:1). Fellowship of christ's sufferings will develop
Christ - like character in us (Phil. 3:10). We should have fellowship with
those who have fellowship with Father God and His Son Jesus Christ
(1Jn. 1:3). If we've true fellowship with God we won't walk in darkness
(1dn. 1:6). If we walk in the light we have fellowshop with one another
too! (1dn. 1:7).

We need to evaluate our fellowship or the fellowship we have applying
the vardsticks the above verse provide. Do we have fellowship? If the
answer to this Question is YES we read to confirm whether our YES is
YES in the true sense of what the WORD OF TRUTH says about
Fellowship. Amen! Alleluiah!!
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